HISTORY  OF  THE   NEW  WORLD.
Some carry a fan in their hand, some a calabash with pebbles
in it, some wear feathers on their head, others wear rows of
sea-shells on their arms and legs; some turn in one way
some in another, some raise their legs, others flourish their
arms -y some act the blind man, others pretend to be lame;
some laugh, others cry; and thus with many other gestures,
and frequently drinking their cacavate, they dance all the
day, and sometimes part of the night also.
Ships going to Nicaragua by the Southern Sea, enter a
canal on the shore, and ascend it for about twenty-five miles
to a village called the Realegio, consisting of a dozen houses
made with reeds, inhabited by Spaniards who build ships, it
being a convenient place and abounding in timber. A day's
journey eastward of this spot lies the town of Leone, Cape
Vescovado, built on the shores of a lake; founded by one
Francesco Ernandez; as likewise was Granata> fifty miles
further on, also on the shores of the said lake, near the canal
that opens into the Northern Sea. These two towns toge-
ther do not amount to eighty houses, some built of wood and
some of bricks.1
Thirty-five miles from Leone there is a mountain with a
very large mouth, whence there often issues so much flame
and fire, that it is seen at the distance of upwards of a hun-
dred miles. Some people thinking that there was molten
gold within, a Dominican friar determined to make the ex-
periment: he therefore had a chain made with an iron
bucket, and together with four other Spaniards went to the
spot; having thrown it in, the bucket with part of the chain
was consumed by the fire. The monk was very angry, and
returned to Leone complaining greatly of the smith, saying
that he had made the chain much lighter than he had or-
1 This, at present, is a very important part of the world, from its con-
nection with the proposed navigable communication between the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans. The climate is for the most part good ; bat Benzoni
is rather confused in its relative positions. (Trans.)